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Telephone: 212-213-0622 • Fax: 212-213-0684
vgif@vgif.org
There is no tool for development more effective than the empowerment of
women." ~ Kofi Annan, UN Secretary-General '97-'07
Frequently Asked Questions

What is the mission of VGIF?
-The Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund provides small grants for grassroots projects that empower women and girls in developing countries. 
When was VGIF established?

-VGIF was founded in 1969 by 11 members of the International Federation of University Women as an independent corporation. 
Why is VGIF's attention directed to women and girls?
-VGIF believes that empowering women and girls not only helps their families, but strengthens their communities.  
How is VGIF different from other organizations?
-VGIF funds seed projects based on local need with grants up to a maximum of $5,000. 
-VGIF ensures that women are well represented on the boards of funded organizations and prefers that project directors are women.

-Donors are contributing member of VGIF with the right to vote for officers and members of the board and to volunteer to work on behalf of VGIF.

-VGIF employs an Executive Director and a part-time grants assistant.  All other work is carried out by volunteers.

For whom was VGIF named?
-VGIF was named in honor of Virginia Gildersleeve (1877-1965). She was Dean of Barnard College for 36 years and a co-founder and twice President of the International Federation of University Women. She was the only woman appointed by President Franklin Roosevelt to the US Delegation that established the United Nations and the first woman to sign a treaty on behalf of the United States. 
What is VGIF’s relationship with the United Nations?
-VGIF is accredited as a non-governmental organization (NGO) at the United Nations and since 2004 has had consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the UN (ECOSOC). We have representation at many UN related meetings and can write and sign on to policy statements dealing with issues affecting women and girls around the world. 
How is VGIF funded?
-VGIF is funded by over 1000 contributing members worldwide through their annual donations and planned or estate gifts. Approximately 1/3 of VGIF’s contributing members are from outside the United States.  They reside in 25 different countries in Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia and the Americas.
-VGIF does not receive support from the US or any foreign government.
Where do my donations go?
-Your donations fund projects around the world. A generous endowment from a benefactor and former Board member underwrites most of VGIF’s operating expenses. 
How does the VGIF grant making process work?

-We award grants annually. Our application is available on the VGIF web site on June 1 with a fall submission deadline. Each proposal is reviewed by two project grant previewers who recommend proposals for consideration by the Project Grants Committee. The Project Grants Committee reviews and recommends projects that comply with VGIF’s mission and goals to the Board for funding. The Board makes grants decisions at its April Annual Meeting.
How does VGIF monitor the grants it gives?

-Each organization that is funded must give a midterm report and a final report in addition to providing photos and a complete financial accounting of the project. 
-On-site visits are arranged where possible, utilizing VGIF members, friends, and colleagues who live or travel to project site areas. To date, 15 of the 31 projects funded in 2008 have been visited.
How do organizations find VGIF?

-Most organizations find us on the Internet or through word of mouth. Our application and guidelines are available on our website. Other women from developing countries learn of us through our UN activities.  
Do members of the VGIF Board of Directors receive compensation or stipends?
-The officers, directors and committee members - some from overseas – serve without compensation, paying their own travel, hotel and other expenses when attending semi-annual meetings in New York.   
What is VGIF’s corporate status and are VGIF’s financial statements audited?
-VGIF is a 501(c)(3) charity incorporated in New York. Contributions are tax deductible in the United States. VGIF’s finances are audited on an annual basis by a certified accounting firm.  Our tax returns are available on request.
Does VGIF have branches?

-VGIF is headquartered in New York City. In addition to individual contributing members, VGIF has over a hundred group members throughout the US and abroad.  These groups often host special meetings or events on behalf of VGIF to gain new members and raise funds.
What other special events are planned for VGIF’s 40th Anniversary year?
-VGIF, along with the Indian Federation of University Women (IFUWA), is co-sponsoring a conference in Kolkota in November 2009 which will cap off a 16 day trip exploring Nepal and India.  Please visit www.faf.org to view flexible land and air packages arranged by Friendship Ambassadors Foundation.
-We are also planning special events in conjunction with the 2010 Commission on the Status of Women held at the UN (March 1-12) and our Annual Meeting (April 16-17, 2010).  
How can I contribute?
-Complete the form in the VGIF brochure or VG Update and send it with a contribution by check in US dollars or credit card (Visa or MasterCard) in any amount to our NYC office.

-Contributions can also be made online at www.vgif.org.
-Non-cash contributions, e.g., appreciated stock, are also accepted.  Please contact our office for additional information.
