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#2606, C.1.E.LO., South America: Chlldren enjoy watching a
performance of Cinderella at a toy library.

VGIF to_Join Womengs
Organlzatlons with Strong
Delegation

Leslie Wright, Representative to the United Nations

The United Nations Committee of the Virginia Gildersleeve
International Fund will be joined by a delegation of 20 other
persons for this yeardss UN Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW), which will be held in New York from Febru-
ary 26 to March 9. The theme for the CSW will be Discrimi-
nation and Violence against the Girl Child.

As members of the Non-Governmental Organization (NGO)
Committee on UNICEF6s Working Group on Girls (WGG),
VGIF members Leslie Wright and Dagmar McGill have been
busy working with representatives from other organizations to
run parallel events and to administer the Mary Purcell Grants
program.

This yeards parallel event will be hosted by VGIF. Fay
Kittelson and Louise McLeod will speak about the VGIF
grants program. Joining them will be representatives of
Trickle Up, Fund for Women in Asia, and Project Five-O (a
coalition comprising Soroptimist International, Zonta Interna-
tional, International Federation of University Women,
Business and Professional Women, and International Council
of Women). The event, fiSmall Funds, Big Ideas,0 features

how these grants can help womends organizations and
how to apply for them. It will be held on Thursday,
March 1 at the Church Center, 777 UN Plaza.

Dagmar McGill chairs the Mary Purcell Grants
program, a project established in Maryds name which
raised 11,000 USD to enable 11 girls to attend the UN
CSW this year. In addition, McGill, Wright, and other
delegates will be involved in caucuses and other meet-
ings to spearhead VGIFis impact on agreed language
by Statesd parties. VGIF signed on to 6 NGO state-
ments covering issues from trafycking to generational
concerns. As members of the WGG, the delegation
will visit UN Missions prior to the beginning of the
CSW and will work with girls and other NGO repre-
sentatives to help position girlsd voices at the meetings.

Timely Gift Provides Unique
Growth Opportunity

Barbara Carey

VGIF has received another wonderful gift from our
generous and beloved benefactor, Virginia Palmer.
According to her instructions, a check for 1 million
USD was deposited in the Palmer Fund, ynal
disposition to await recommendations from the
Finance Committee and ultimate decision by the
Board. This could not have been a more timely or
welcome gift. We are once again overwhelmed by
Ginnyts generosity, and grateful for the opportunity
this gift provides for us to move forward and to
grow.

At her request, Ginny will meet with Fay Kittel-
son, Executive Secretary; Nancy Vang, Investment
Manager; Sandra Featherman, Convener of the
Finance Committee; and Barbara Carey, President,
in Tucson.

Consideration of an appropriate acknowledge-
ment to Ginny, deciding disposition of the money,
and discussion of Ginnyos intentions for use of the
funds lies ahead for the Board and will be
announced in the next edition of the VG Update.
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Judith Rodin, President of
the Rockefeller Foundation,
was recently quoted in the
New York Times saying fiWe
arendt going to be remem-
bered for how big we are,
how smart we are, how hard
we tried, or even how much
we cared. Wefre going to be
remembered for what we
accomplish.0 Since my earliest times with VGIF | have
said that we fiprovide the biggest bang for the bucko of any
charity that I know. This remains true today.

Each month we receive new reports from around the
world about what has been accomplished with the recent
grants VGIF has provided. They are always moving,
sometimes heart-wrenching in their simplicity and forth-
right gratitude, and astonishing in the sheer magnitude of
what people in charge of their own destinies can do when
even the modest amounts that we grant are provided them.
In the early years of VGIF, some of these reports came to
us hand-written, tied together with string, usually in very
simple and awkward English, and with hand-drawn illus-
trations of the work done by the projects. Now the reports
are more sophisticated. Most are able to include actual
photos, and almost all are either typed or word-processed.
The grantees are resourceful in ynding institutions such as
banks, schools, and government ofyces to provide these
communications tools. We are now more readily able to
share these wonderful accomplishments (as you know) if
you have examined the website library [www.thegilder-
sleeve.org/p_projectsfunded.asp].

The success of the On-Site visitation programs coordi-
nated by Evelyn Cumming, On-Site Committee Convener,
and our Executive Secretary, Fay Kittelson, continues with
more and more volunteers from around the world partici-
pating. We cannot thank these people enough for this
valuable addition to our evaluation process. It is our hope
to increase the numbers of these visits, and to improve
our ability to provide follow-up assistance to successfully
completed grants.

It has long been VGIF policy not to make second grants
to projects, but to focus on initiating work that would not
occur without our help. However, the practical need for
sustained assistance that successful projects require is
evident in the large number of appeals we have for
follow-up support. We are seeking ways to refer promis-

ing applications that we are unable to fund to other granting
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Perspectives

by Barbara Carey, President, 2005-2008

organizations with similar goals who are willing to cooper-
ate with us in this way. To this end the Connections
Committee, convened by Dana Wright, is working out
practical ways to bring this idea to fruition.

Each day the media reveals how crucial these kinds of
projects are to the lives they touch. If we evaluate our-
selves according to Judith Rodings criteria, we can be very
proud of what we accomplish through VGIF projects With
your continued support and loyalty, we will persevere and
grow. Many thanks to all of you everywhere who make
this good work possible.

Obituary
EILEEN CLARK (1924 - 2007)

We are sad to announce the death
of both Eileen Clark and her
husband, Ritchie in January 2007.
Eileen served VGIF for decades,
both as a loyal donor and a leader.
She served yve terms as a member
of the Board of Directors, twice as
Vice- President, and as Convener of
the Project Grants Committee. She
was a prime mover in setting up the

On-Site program.

Eileen was a primary VGIF contact in Canada, encourag-
ing leaders from across the country to participate in VGIF.
She was an active member of numerous cultural and
womengs associations, as well as many charitable organi-
zations: a member of the Senate of Preshyterian College,
McGill University; President, Vice President (Quebec), and
Chairman of International Relations, Canadian Federation
of University Women; 3rd and 4th Vice President,
International Federation of University Women; Companion
of Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem (Present); and
recipient, Queens Golden Jubilee Medal 2002.

Her husbandés failing health had prevented her from
traveling for the last several years and we have missed her
thoughtful presence at our meetings. Her calm good sense,
warm friendship, and earnest participation marked her time
with us. She will be greatly missed.
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MEMBERSHIP
Claire Stein, Convener

At the beginning of 2007 it is encouraging and exciting

to see that applications for Project Grants are increasing
from around the world. Women and children are VGIFis
focus in developing countries. Our mission is their health,
nutrition, physical security and economic stability. As
contributing members, we do make a difference with both
our time and our money.

In 2006 VGIF had over 1,100 individual members and
close to 140 group members. We need to increase our
membership throughout the world to continue our good
work. We have two opportunities to do just that when we
make our presence felt at the American Association of
University Womenbs National Convention June 2007 in
Phoenix, Arizona and again at the International Federation
of University Womends Triennial Conference in August
2007 in Manchester, England. If you are planning to
attend either or both of these meetings, please let me know
at crsparl@comcast.net.

Other ways we can increase our ranks are: tell our
friends, relatives, business associates and organizations
about our mission; spread the VGIF story by sharing our
brochures; present slideshows or PowerPoint E
presentations; place VGIF posters in strategic spots; and
show photographs of our grant projects. Information about
these materials is on the VGIF website [www.vgif.org].
Please share your enthusiasm and knowledge of VGIF.
Make it your personal mission to bring at least one new
contributing member or group into the VGIF fold in 2007.

CONNECTIONS COMMITTEE
Dana Wright, Convener

The function of the Connections Committee is to actively
seek new organizations and individuals in order to promote
VGIF programs. This idea of women helping women

live more productive and peaceful lives has our commit-
tee reviewing 13 international Woments Fundst websites
for possible links to the VGIF website. Information is the
key to progress and growth and helping our applicants be
informed as to the resources for women around the world is
part of our work. Over 150 links were noted on the website
of the Global Fund for Women (GFW). Our committee will
submit a list to the Board and Communications committee
for their approval by the end of January 2007.
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ON-SITE VISIT PROGRAM
Evelyn Cumming, Convener

The committee and our VGIF ofyce continue to have some
success at arranging Visits to current or recent project
venues, and we welcome offers of our members,
associates, and friends to help in this effort. We thank our
visitors for their efforts on our behalf and include brief
summaries of their visits here.

Project 1733, Chennai, India: Anita Thomas made a long
drive into the countryside to reach the training center, and
found that a steady stream of women still come to the insti-
tute for help dealing with community and personal issues.

Project 1921, Accra, Ghana: Harriet Lancaster of
Florida, a former Peace Corps Director, reported on the
HIV/AIDS awareness and prevention programds success
and spoke positively about the wide knowledge of the
disease among those she interviewed. VGIF funds had
been used effectively as described.

Project 2055, Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo:
Dr. Shirley Randell of Rwanda and Ms Gerda Leushuis of
The Netherlands spent 24 hours on site, ynding that educa-
tional activities for street children are in place even though
the school is still under construction. A full ynancial report
was received from the director.

On-Site Visit process:

Once you have determined that travel will bring you near
one of our Project Grant sites, you should write VGIF, 3
West 29th St., Suite 1002, New York, NY 10001, USA or
e-mail vgif@vgif.org. Executive Secretary Fay Kittelson
then contacts the project director about a visit. Since
arrangements may be complicated, please give her plenty
of lead time before your departure date. We ask that
on-site visitors sign a liability release form, developed

by our VGIF attorney, before they travel to the site. Our
visitors are provided with a report form with guidelines for
visits and questions to ask of the project directors so there
is an easy-to-follow visit format. VGIF welcomes more
project visitors.

Dates to Remember in 2007

April 27-28  VGIF Annual Meeting, VG Ofyce, New York
May 15 VG Update articles due

June 29-July 2 AAUW Convention, Phoenix, Arizona
August 10-16  IFUW 29th Triennial Conference

Manchester, England







