
VGIF, creating change by funding grants that empower 
women and girls in developing countries 

The Virginia Gildersleeve 
International Fund, Inc.
Annual Report 2008

3 West 29th Street, Suite 1002 New York, New York 10001 USA
www.vgif.org Å vgif@vgif.org Å Telephone: 212-213-0622 Å Fax: 212-213-0684www.vgif.org Å vgif@vgif.org Å Telephone: 212-213-0622 Å Fax: 212-213-0684

Changing Lives...
  Building Futures
   One community at a time



VGIF Annual Report 2008 Page 2

Our focus: 
Women and 
children in  
developing  
countriesé 

Our mission: 
their empowerment

Presidentôs Message
ñThere is no tool for development more effective than the empowerment of  

women.ò  Kofi Annan, FORMER UN Secretary-General.  VGIF would like to 
emphatically add, ñand girlsò to Mr. Annanôs statement. The Virginia Gildersleeve 
International Fund believes that equal access to education and resources are 
the keys to empowering women and girls in developing countries.  

  Over 40 years, VGIF has developed the expertise to identify grants that will 
have an immediate impact with a high probability of sustainability. Due diligence 
is performed on project requests, and on-site visits and reports ensure that funds 
arrive where they are needed and are used for their intended purpose. 

In 2008, VGIF funded 30 grants for a total of $144,283 and set aside $5,000 
for the International Federation of University Women (IFUW), a record for grants 
and US dollars spent. We monitored the execution of 23 grants awarded in 2007; 
significantly expanded an on-site evaluation program, with visits to 23 projects, 
including 8 funded in 2008; launched a strategic planning process with a Board 
retreat; and filed our first quadrennial report to the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) on our activities at the United Nations as a non-governmental organi-
zation (NGO) with consultative status. 

The validity of our funding philosophy was confirmed when the students in the 
Chungba Primary School in the remote central plateau of Tibet swept the final 
exams placing first in all subjects and taking top honors across Litang County 
in 2008.   In recognition of their achievement, the Litang County Education 
Bureau announced a special award for the school. The Ganzi Tibetan Autono-
mous Prefecture Education Bureau offered a special scholarship for the top 
three Chungba students to attend the Dartsedo Middle School.  The Shenpen 
Fund (now called Machik) established a fully functioning boarding school in the 
Tibetan village of Chungba for 210 children, aged 7-12, with the unprecedented 
school population requirement of 50% girls.  In 2003, VGIF awarded the Fund 
its first grant so that they could purchase warm clothing and blankets to combat 
harsh winter weather as the new school did not have heaters. Local tailors made 
two sets of clothing in traditional Tibetan style called ñchubasò for each of the 245 
children at the Chungba Schoolé a thick winter set and a second set in lighter 
materials. Today, Machik has expanded its activities beyond the school, with a 
variety of activities including seeding a Tibetan Womenôs Leadership Program. 

I encourage you to examine this exciting and valuable work for yourself. Read 
about some of the exceptional results your contributions have nourishedé in 
opening doors to education and training, funding effective health services and 
providing economic opportunities. 

  
Wonôt you join us as a donor, investing in the hopes and dreams of women 

and girls in the developing world to make them a reality? We can do moreé with 
your financial support. 

Eileen Shelley Menton, President
2008-2011
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